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If there had been a roof they would have closed it.  
 
One of the wettest and coldest days in years, with 
Como distinctly resembling an Indonesian rice paddy 
by the end of the main game (less 45 degrees in 
temperature). In the Reserves it rained for all of the 
second half, and just some of the first half; in the 
Seniors it rained for virtually all of the game. Both our 
sides were successful, the Reserves yet again keeping 
the opposition to a very low total, the Firsts again 
missing a number of set shots but able to hold an 
opposition who battled hard all day. 
 
With one home-and-away game to go, the Seniors 
remain in third place, now back to only half a game 
behind Bulleen-Templestowe who lost to Old Carey.  
If Bulleen happen to lose again this week, at home to 
LaTrobe (unlikely), we could still finish up in second 
place. But at this stage it is looking far more probable 
that we will finish third, for a First Semi-Final against 
Ivanhoe Assumption on Sunday, 28 August. 
 
The Reserves are now certain of finishing second, 
which will entail a Second-Semi appearance on 
Saturday, 27 August against LaTrobe who will go through the home-and-away season having lost just one 
game and who remain favourites to take out the flag. 
 
Firsts – from Matt Edmonds 
OLD GEELONG  2.5  3.9  3.10  3.14   (32) 
WEST BRUNSWICK  1.1  2.1  3.1  4.1     (25) 
After our game the previous week against Bulleen-Templestowe you could have been forgiven for thinking 
it’d be unlikely we’d face worse conditions than what we encountered that day. Fast-forward seven days and 
the conditions down at Como made any such thoughts appear positively ludicrous. Low temperatures, 
driving wind and rain, and a waterlogged, muddy oval far worse than last week’s, meant that we had to battle 
the elements as well as a relegation-bound but determined and spirited West Brunswick football side. In a 
bizarre scoring game, brought about purely because of the difficult conditions, we managed to prevail but 
only by a narrow 7-point margin.  The final score-line of 3.14 to 4.1 meant that we’d just hung on to win a 
game that again was heavily influenced by our inaccuracy on goal. 
 
Our pattern of play and scoring early on was almost a mirror image of our first quarter from the previous 
week. We dominated most of the play but kicked inaccurately and finished the first term on 2.5 to their 1.1. 

A chance to set up victory as early as the first quarter 
had again been squandered. Maybe on days as difficult 
as this it’d be a good time for our boys to bring out the 
old-fashioned flat punt, as many of our kicks on goal 
where skewing off the side of the boot when the drop-
punt was opted for. The second quarter saw us add only 
one goal and four behinds to their single goal. Little did 
we realize then that our second-quarter goal was to be 
our last goal for the game. The half-time break was 
probably longer than most of our blokes could bear. 
Many of them were shivering uncontrollably (Will 
“Bonky” Paul and David “Diesel” Kimpton looked to 
be two of the worst sufferers) and probably didn’t hear 
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a word coach Lockman had to stay. They undoubtedly just wanted to get back on the ground so they could 
run around and “try” to warm up. The second half was not one you would want to record and play back for 
the grandkids. We managed to eke out only a handful of points for the entire second half while West 
Brunswick battled on hard and scored a goal in the third term and another clever goal in the last that gave 
them a real sniff of an unlikely victory.  
 
At that stage they only trailed by 5 points but it was good to see that we didn’t panic and managed to get the 

last few scores of the game to hang on by 
7 points. Despite the close score-line it 
would have been a bit unfair had we 
gone down, considering that we had 17 
scoring shots to 5. Our back-line players, 
particularly Stinch (Chris Stinchcombe) 
and Stevie Landsdell, were typically 
committed and strong. Ian Munro also 
proved a capable and disciplined back-
man in his first senior game for the Club. 
Goldy (Matt Goldsworthy) showed that 
it takes more than a sodden layer of turf 
to slow him down as he moved across the 
ground as though it was bone dry on 
several occasions. His two goals out of 
our team total of three was a more than 
valuable contribution. Lachie Stevens 
earned best-on-ground honours in 

another solid display of classy football in difficult conditions. Ed Bayles, Henry Legoe, Willy Paul, Mark 
Vickers-Willis and Hugh McCarthy again showed good form in the mid-field and around the ground. We 
play our last home-and-away game against another team threatened by relegation this week. It will be a 
difficult encounter against Monash Gryphons on their home turf and one that we must not take lightly. 
Goals: Goldsworthy 2, Stevens. Best: Vickers-Willis, Stevens, W Paul, 
Goldsworthy, Munro, Bayles. 
 
Reserves – from no-one 
OLD GEELONG  1.2  5.3  6.8  10.11  (71) 
WEST BRUNSWICK    0.1        0.2        0.5           0.5       (5) 
Our usual contributor is in Sydney this week, and no replacement report has been 
received. (It was requested.) The Editor was boundary umpiring the game, but 
with  
:-  rain and mud on the outsides of his glasses,  
:-  and fog on the insides,  
:-  and most players covered in mud for most of the day,  
:- and the two teams wearing jumpers that are easy to confuse, even on a fine 

sunny day, 
is little the wiser as to who played well.  

 Where am I?! Goals:  Leslie 2, Atkins, T. Bayles, Cole, J. Legoe, T. Legoe, MacGowan, Salter,  
J. Kilpatrick.  

  

 

 
THIS WEEK 
Firsts and Reserves are away against Monash Gryphons at 
the East Caulfield Reserve, Dudley Street, East Caulfield. 
(Melways Map 68 Reg G2). 
 
 
 
“Thank goodness it’s over.”  The Reserves leave the field at one of the warmest, 
driest and sunniest times of the day. 
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Around The Club 
Congratulations to Club Captain Chris 
Stinchcombe whose knee was good 
enough for him to play, allowing him to 
notch up his 100th game for the Club 
last Saturday.  Stinch joined the Club 
back in 1996, after a distinguished 
hockey career at Geelong College, and 
has gone on to be one of our most 
dedicated and useful players and 
clubmen, and one of the select band of 
OGFC players who have played VAFA 
representative football. We congratulate 
him on a great achievement. 
 
VAFA put out an edict about three 
weeks ago no club which was behind in 
payment of its affiliation fees would be 
permitted to take part in finals matches. 
The situation was apparently rectified very quickly by all recalcitrant clubs (of which OGS was not one). 
Perhaps the OGFC should say the same for those of its players who continue to owe the Club money for 
Subscriptions and Gear.  (Though a sizeable number of these were, and are, yet again, from the Club 18).  
Those listed as owing the Club for subs and/ or gear are as follows: 
Name   Subs Shorts Polo Top Total O/Stand

Abbott James 100 50   150 150

Ainsworth Will 100 50 25 175 65

Allen Greg 100    100 40

Barraclough Will 100    100 100

Bezette Robert 100    100 100

Boyle Charles     100 100

Brown Nick 100    100 100

Cutler Richard 100    100 90

Davies Tim 100    100 100

Doble John 100    100 100

Eastman Harry 100    100 100

Fitzclarence Justin 100    100 60

Folletta Hamish 100    100 100

Harrison Edward 100    100 40

Johnston Stuart 100    100 100

Jones Steven 50 50   100 100

Kemp Nick 50    50 50

Lyons  David 100    100 100

Makin Tavish 160 25   185 40

Malpas John 160    160 80

Miskin Tim 100 25   125 125

Munro Al 100    100 90

Peck Hugh 100    100 75

Polk Henry 100    100 100

Pritchard Chris 100    100 100

Salter  Daniel 160 25 25 210 100

Slattery Andrew 100    100 50

Stewart Tom 100    100 100

Teague Cameron 100    100 40

Timms Stuart 100    100 100
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Urquhart James 100    100 20

Waters Sandy 100 50   150 100

Waters Thomas 100    100 30

Watson Cam 100    100 100

White Ant  100    100 100

Young Tim 100 50   150 45

  TOTAL 12230 1300 900 14370 2990

     TOTAL Collected 

      
        Outstanding Check 

  
SOCIAL 
It was a darned side more 
comfortable and warmer 
inside, so they tell me, at the 
Pivot Lunch on Saturday than 
it was outside.  
 
Still no news on the format 
for the Presentation Day on 
12 September: maybe, 
hopefully, next week. 
 
FROM HERE AND 
THERE 
A lot of parallels between Old Geelong Football Club and the Geelong Football Club. After fullback 
Matthew Scarlett ran the length of the ground against St. Kilda to boot a memorable goal for the Cats a 
couple of weeks ago, and did it again against Richmond, our Reserves’ fullback, Stu MacGowan, decided to 
do likewise last Saturday in the final quarter.  Certain differences, however, included the size of the crowd, 
and definitely the hairstyles of the respective players. 
 
Admission fees for finals matches this year were published last week.  $8 for Semi and Preliminary Final 
days, and $12 for Grand Final days.  Players participating, and a few officials, will be supplied with  passes 
on the Thursday night before the relevant games. 
 
Not a good week in VAFA Under 19 Red Section 1 which has nine teams.  Last Saturday, one team had a 
bye, three teams forfeited for lack of numbers, and only one match actually took place. 
 
A seriously big thank-you to those who helped out on Saturday with jobs such as running the water (who 
needed it?!) and goal umpiring. At least some could try to keep moving, but others such as Reserves Goal 
Umpire Southey, and Firsts Interchange Steward Bell could only just stand there. 
 
VAFA has a stringently enforced rule prohibiting the wearing of gloves by players: not sure how they 
would treat those contemplating doing so last Saturday in an attempt to avoid hypothermia or frost- 
bite. 
 
A lot of oranges and bananas have started making an appearance on match-days for both teams, 
courtesy of Bruce Allen and Steve Hope-Johnstone. Which has probably led to a massive 
nutritional improvement for many of our players and has possibly prevented scurvy. And it’s a 
damn side more sensible than having that beer immediately after the conclusion of a Firsts’ game. 
 
Weekly Player Profile: NICK BETTS  
 Also known as: Bettsy, Bettswa, Mister Betts, Junior, Tom’s Brother, Brother Nick, The Man-Child, 
Boom-boom Betts, General Electric.  
Age: 20 years young. Went to: Geelong College 
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Occupation:  Full-time student, part-time jazz flute player.  
Lives in: A shanty with Herdy.  Originally from: The City of Dreams 
Married/attached/available/desperate:  Attached 
Career with OGS: Second year, 30-odd games, some odder than others. 
Awards at OGS (if any): Most Consistent 2003, bookies’ favourite for Most Inconsistent 2004. 
Preferred playing position: Within range of goals.  
Perceived football strengths: My socks stay up without tape.                
                           weaknesses: I am dwarfed by my jumper.  
Best player seen at OGS:  The monolith that is Vickers-Willis, and 
the less monolithic but equally impressive Will Paul.  
Highlight of Career: Vicko’s hundredth goal (last home and away 
match 2003). Tarot cards say this year’s final series.  
Favourite Food: Weet-Bix; I can eat three for breakfast.                                       
                Music: The Turtles, how they made music without 
opposable thumbs intrigues me.  
                Place: Anglesea, halfway between Torquay and Lorne, 
and twice as good as both of them doubled.  
    Film: Old School, Zoolander.  
    Fantasy: Playing the Australian national anthem on the 
ukulele with my teeth at the Beijing Olympics after Australia wins 
the gold medal in the men’s gymnastics.   
    Restaurant/pub etc: The ever-reliable Diggers.  
League Club followed: Pies.  (Shame. – Ed) 
Other major interests/hobbies/achievements: My hobby is being interested in my own achievements, of 
which there are too many to mention.   
If I were stranded on a desert island, the five things I would take with me are: 
1. A volleyball named Wilson or if not, Chris Wilson who I would call volleyball.   
2. A helper monkey named Mojo. 
3. A pair of Y-fronts. 
4. The book ‘The Lord of the Flies’ for tips on how to catch, kill and eat a wild pig. 
5. A wild pig.  
If I could have any job in the world it would be: The Prime Minister of a Desert Island.  
As a child I really wanted to be (when I grew up): Peter Pan, the boy who never grew up. 
The things I like most about myself is: I look at a cup and believe it is never half-empty if you refill it.  
What makes me cringe/angry is: Herdy’s performance at Miss OGS, scarily similar to C.W Fairbairn’s 
the year before.  
Future plans – say for next three years: Age gracefully and come up with a wittier player profile for the 
2007 season. 
General Comment about how you see the Club: I generally see the club when driving along Alexandra 
Avenue. I also consider it the greatest sporting/social institution known to man.  
    Its strong points: Youth and as long as everyone sticks around and grows old together, then experience 
will also be our strong point, but youth probably won’t be anymore. There must be a balance there 
somewhere I think.   
    Needs to improve/change: Employ cheerleaders for home games. Preferably female ones.  
========================================================================== 
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